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BACKGROUND: Agrana
Agrana is a landlocked country located in the region of the Middle
East and North Africa (MENA). It shares borders with Esmal and two
other neighboring countries. Composed of five regions, Agrana is a
highly populated nation with moderate to high amounts of poverty this is especially prevalent in rural areas where drought and water
scarcity are frequent.
Agrana's economy has remained stagnant in recent years: the
nation is in need of infrastructure improvements (especially in its
bigger cities), its social and human services don’t have enough
funding, and there are few employment opportunities.
Agrana's neighbor, Esmal, has a booming oil and gas industry, as
well as an international port, which has led to a secure economy.
Agrana has been importing oil from Esmal for many years, but the
oil supply has been unstable due to high and fluctuating prices,
leading to power shortages and blackouts across Agrana. Esmal Oil
is vying for Agrana's continued business, but a competitor, Maghreb
Oil Company, has entered the picture with a tempting deal.

Agrana:
Fact Sheet
Population Total
23 million
Region 1 Population
2 million

Region 2 Population
15 million

GDP
$15 billion
Poverty rate (% below poverty line)

Region 3 Population
300,000

51%

Region 4 Population
700,000

Unemployment rate
23%

Region 5 Population
5 million

People without power
40%

Agrana City population
10 million

Literacy rate
67%

Agricultural goods
Cotton, barley, wheat, date palm, livestock
(cows and goats for dairy and meat)
Other Industry
Textile manufacturing, food processing,
gypsum mining (used as fertilizer)

GOVERNMENT
Agrana is a Republic with a history of dictatorship and civil unrest.
Things are peaceful now, but under the surface, tensions between the
people and the government are still high. Each region of the country
has a Governor and a Representative, and the government head is a
democratically elected President. Ministers head different
departments, such as Finance, Defense, and Human Services.
Agrana has an upcoming presidential election. The Ghalibia Party has
been in power for the past twenty years, but the Al Shaeb Party has
recently been gaining popularity and has started winning in local and
regional elections. The Ghalibia Party is losing the trust of working
Agranians, but this party still holds a great amount of sway. This
election may drastically change the future of Agrana - and may be
affected by Maghreb Oil Company's offer.

Ghalibia Party
Established and ruling party
Generally in favor of oil and gas
Worried that economic stagnancy, high unemployment, and
power outages in the cities may lead to civil unrest and general
disapproval of the government if they continue.

Al Shaeb Party
People’s Party, gaining popularity
Generally anti-fracking - they see other avenues for social change
and economic development
Fear that investing in oil and gas will make the Ghalibia party more
powerful

REGIONS OF AGRANA

REGIONS OF AGRANA
Region 1 East. This region contains a handful of small cities and agriculture,
as well as protected land with precious geological and ecological sites.
Citizens of this region fear that a growth of the oil industry in Agrana will
lead to drilling in their region, especially if the president reverses land
protections. This region borders Esmal.
Region 2 Central. This region contains the capital, Agrana City, and outlying
areas. It has a high population and a huge mix of income, including the most
extreme wealth and the most extreme poverty in the nation. This region
deals with energy issues often, including lack of electricity and frequent
blackouts.
Region 3 North. This region is extremely rural and arid, borders Esmal, and
is the closest area in Agrana to Esmal's port. 50% of the proposed drilling
sites are in this region. The population is the lowest of all regions, and the
people often feel forgotten or disregarded by the government - and
therefore they often oppose government decisions.
Region 4 Southeast. This region is rural and heavily agricultural. It has more
water resources than Region 3, but not by much. The people of this region
often feel disregarded by the Ghalibia party. 25% of proposed sites would
be in this region.
Region 5 Southwest. This region is moderately populated, with a few small
cities that have historically experienced a lack of economic opportunity and
issues with blackouts. MOC plans to put an office in this region's largest city,
Tagan. 25% of proposed sites would be in this region.

The Fracking Deal
Maghreb Oil Company (MOC), one of Esmal Oil's
largest competitors, is a North African oil
company interested in expanding their
production area to Agrana, specifically in
hydraulic fracturing (fracking). Fracking is new to
the region and the Maghreb Oil Company would
be the first to develop this technology in the
area. They have offered Agrana an oil and gas
production deal, which must be voted on by the
Agranian government.
This deal would likely lead to energy
independence and would produce enough oil for
Agrana to begin exporting. However, potential
negative consequences, such as environmental
concerns, make this a difficult decision.
Additionally, twenty years ago, under Agrana’s
dictatorship, Agrana and Esmal had tensions
with one another over political differences. If the
deal with Maghreb Oil Company goes through,
will tensions surface again?

Proponents of the deal claim that fracking would bring much-needed
growth to the economy and support the infrastructure sector and
different social programs. In addition, it would create jobs throughout the
country, especially in rural areas where farmers have been left out of jobs
because of drought.
Opponents to the deal claim that fracking may use too many precious
water resources, leading to further water scarcity and potential civil
unrest. Additionally, there is suspicion that revenue from oil and gas
would not fund as many social programs as promised.

FRACKING
Fracking, or hydraulic fracturing, is a technique used to
enable the extraction of natural gas or oil from shale
and other forms of “tight” rock (in other words,
impermeable rock formations that lock in oil and gas
and make fossil fuel production difficult). Water,
chemicals, and sand are blasted into these formations
at pressures high enough to crack the rock, allowing the
once-trapped gas and oil to flow to the surface. Places in
the world where fracking is most prevalent include the
United States, Canada, China, and Argentina.

FRACKING
PROS
AND
CONS
Pros

Cons

Fracking's horizontal drilling method
allows multiple wells to be drilled
from one spot, reducing the size of
the drilling area above ground by as
much as 90 percent compared to
traditional drilling. In addition,
fracking has allowed for greater
access to natural gas, which burns
cleaner than both coal and oil.

Anywhere between 1.5 million and 16
million gallons of water may be used
to frack a single well, according to the
United States Geological Survey
(USGS). This means that the water
needed for one fracking well can be
equivalent to the water needs of
approximately 1,000 people for one
year.

Thanks to horizontal drilling and
hydraulic fracturing technology, the
United States was able to become
the world’s largest producer of both
natural gas and crude oil. As a result,
we are less impacted by global oil
price shocks and have more reliable,
affordable power.

Spills and leaks from improper
handling of hydraulic fracturing
fluids, chemicals, and wastewater can
result in large volumes or high
concentrations of chemicals reaching
soil and groundwater resources.

35% of New Mexico's state budget
and over one third of New Mexico's
public school funding comes from oil
and gas revenue (a portion of this
from fracking). This industry also
employs 135,000 New Mexicans.

Oil and gas, when drilled for and
when burned for energy, produce
greenhouse gases such as carbon
dioxide and methane - which
continue to contribute to climate
change.

OBJECTIVE
The objective of this simulation is to understand how
hydraulic fracturing works, understand and think critically
about the positive and negative effects of oil and gas, and
fracking in particular, on the environment and societies, and
understand how international actors engage with one
another and the influence it has on domestic decisions. You
will use this knowledge to make a wise decision about
pursuing the MOC deal.

HOW WILL THE OIL & GAS DEAL BENEFIT OR
HURT AGRANA, ITS PEOPLE, AND THE
ENVIRONMENT?
As Agranians, you must vote, or sway
government officials to vote, against or
in favor of the deal.

SIMULATION CHARACTERS
Presidential Advisors
Regional Representatives
Nonprofit and NGO
Representatives
Union Representatives
MOC Representatives
Esmal Oil Representatives
Policy Consultant
Water Rights Activists
Anti-Fracking Activists
Ambassadors

Port of Esmal Executive
Mining Executive
Advisor to Esmal's Prime
Minister
City Council Member
Government Ministers
Regional Governors
Student Activist
Concerned Citizen
Scientists
Journalists

Voting
Representatives from each region, as well as Presidential Advisors, will
cast votes in a “yay” or “nay” fashion – their vote will determine the
outcome. If there is a tie, additional votes from Governors will act as a
tiebreaker.
If you are not a representative, your goal is to convince any or all
Regional Representatives, Presidential Advisors, and Governors to your
side of the argument. If you are a Representative, remember that your
job is to represent the interests of your constituents and supporters.

Vocabulary
Activist: a person who uses or supports strong actions (such as
public protests) in support of or in opposition to one side of a
controversial issue
Advisor: a person who gives advice in a particular field and who
serves as part of leadership
Ambassador: a diplomatic agent of the highest rank accredited to a
foreign government as the resident representative of his or her own
government or appointed for a special and often temporary
diplomatic assignment
Arid: excessively dry, having insufficient rainfall to support agriculture
Blackout: the large-scale loss of power/electricity in a town, city, or
region
Bureaucracy: an administrative, government, or social system with a
hierarchical structure and complex rules and regulations. Bureaucrats
are officials who work in this large administrative system.
Civil Unrest: a gathering of people, in reaction to an event, with the
intention of causing a public disturbance in violation of the law.
Typically involves damage to property or injury to other people, and
can be organized or spontaneous.
Contamination: the process of making something dirty or poisonous,
or the state of containing unwanted or dangerous substances
Contentious: likely to cause people to argue or disagree
Economic Development: Process of using targeted goals and
policies to improve the economic well-being and quality of life of a
nation, region, or local community
Fossil Fuels: Non-renewable resources found in the Earth’s crust,
such as coal, oil, and natural gas, which can be burned for energy

GDP: Gross Domestic Product, or the total market value of the goods
and services produced by a country's economy during a specified
period of time
Hydraulic Fracturing: Hydraulic fracturing, informally referred to as
“fracking,” is an oil and gas well development process that typically
involves injecting water, sand, and chemicals under high pressure into
a bedrock formation to extract oil or gas
Infrastructure: the basic equipment and structures (such as roads
and bridges) that are needed for a country, region, or organization to
function properly
Methane: a colorless, odorless flammable gas which is the main
constituent of natural gas and which acts as a greenhouse gas
Natural Gas Reserves: large deposits of natural gas which are
thought to exist to a very high degree of certainty. In addition to the
knowledge of their existence, these reserves are also accessible and
economically viable to extract.
Opponent: one that takes an opposite position (such as in a debate,
contest, or conflict)
Proponent: one who argues in favor of something
Republic: a country that is governed by elected representatives and
by an elected leader (such as a president) rather than by a king or
queen
Scarcity: the quality or state of something being low in quantity or
number compared with the demand
Seismologist: a scientist who studies earthquakes and related
phenomena, such as volcanic eruptions
Union (i.e. trade union): an organization of workers formed to protect
the rights and interests of its members

